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ally among illiterates or those who are literate only in the
vernacular.l But even where a law is known people often do
not understand the reasons for it. Itmay beregarded asmere-
ly oppressive and restrictive, and in such cases people may
break it if they feel that they can safely do so.2 In so far
as this is true it may be remedied by the spread of educa-
tion. But there is also a political cause. The central govern-
ments are still looked on by most people as alien govern-
ments, and while that attitude persists the laws they make
are in some sense alien laws. Thus fuller respect for the law
may in some measure have to wait on the development
of a feeling of nationality. When this is achieved, and
when the law-making assembly becomes representative of
it, so government-made laws will become more gener-
ally acceptable. The law will then be maintained, not only
by the penal sanctions enforced by government, but also
by greater support from the ordinary citizen.
1  Thus every year many people are convicted of statutory offences
in respect of acts which they did not know were breaches of the law.
Of course, this is also true of European countries, but in Africa this par-
ticular problem is much more acute.
2  E.g. laws designed to safeguard soil fertility and public health.